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Directions: Read 2 of the books listed on the next page and annotate these two works 
yourself. Annotated books are due on the first day of class for a grade. Your annotations 
will also prepare you for class discussions and writing assignments during the school year. 
 
What Does It Mean to Annotate? Why Should We Annotate? 
 
Annotating involves taking notes directly in a book. Annotating helps you come to a deeper 
understanding of a text because you actively analyze it, think critically about it, instead of 
passively missing something. By marking on the text as you read, you record your 
interaction so that you can revisit these points even months later as needed (say, for a 
subsequent class discussion or essay during the school year).  
 
How to Annotate Your Books: 
 

• Inside the Front Cover: List all characters’ names and supply page numbers 
whenever the text reveals something about their character traits, creating an index 
of what you have underlined in the book. 

• Inside the Back Cover: List these literary terms and supply page numbers 
wherever you found examples within the work to help you discuss these elements 
later, creating an index. 

allusions vivid imagery point of view 
dialect irony simile 
flashback metaphor symbolism 
foreshadowing personification themes 

• Within the Text of the Book as You Read: 
o Underline or highlight anything you consider important, significant, 

memorable, such as lines that reveal character traits. 
o Bracket a passage that is too long to underline or highlight. 
o Write brief comments or questions in the margin. Clarify why you underlined 

or highlighted or bracketed the text. 
o Circle words that are unfamiliar to you or used unusually. Add brief 

definitions in the margin. 
o Star or asterisk the most important lines in the book. Use sparingly. 
o Place question marks anywhere you are confused in the book. 

 
 



Choose 2 of the following books to read and annotate this summer: 
 

• All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Remarque 
 

“This is the testament of Paul Bäumer, who enlists with his classmates in the German army of World War I. 
These young men become enthusiastic soldiers, but their world of duty, culture, and progress breaks into pieces 
under the first bombardment in the trenches. Through years of vivid horror, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to 
fight against the hatred that meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different uniforms against 
one another... if only he can come out of the war alive” (Good Reads). 
 

• All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
 

“The national bestseller and the first volume in Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy, All the Pretty Horses is the 
tale of John Grady Cole, who at sixteen finds himself at the end of a long line of Texas ranchers, cut off from the 
only life he has ever imagined for himself.  With two companions, he sets off for Mexico on a sometimes idyllic, 
sometimes comic journey to a place where dreams are paid for in blood” (Good Reads). 
 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
 

“Thrown in prison for a crime he has not committed, Edmond Dantès is confined to the grim fortress of If. There 
he learns of a great hoard of treasure hidden on the Isle of Monte Cristo and he becomes determined not only to 
escape, but also to unearth the treasure and use it to plot the destruction of the three men responsible for his 
incarceration. Dumas' epic tale of suffering and retribution, inspired by a real-life case of wrongful 
imprisonment, was a huge popular success when it was first serialised in the 1840s” (Good Reads). 
 

• Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë 
 

“Orphaned into the household of her Aunt Reed at Gateshead, subject to the cruel regime at Lowood charity 
school, Jane Eyre nonetheless emerges unbroken in spirit and integrity. She takes up the post of governess at 
Thornfield, falls in love with Mr. Rochester, and discovers the impediment to their lawful marriage in a story that 
transcends melodrama to portray a woman's passionate search for a wider and richer life than Victorian society 
traditionally allowed. With a heroine full of yearning, the dangerous secrets she encounters, and the choices she 
finally makes, Charlotte Bronte's innovative and enduring romantic novel continues to engage and provoke 
readers” (Good Reads). 
 

• A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens 
 
“After eighteen years as a political prisoner in the Bastille, the ageing Doctor Manette is finally released and 
reunited with his daughter in England. There the lives of two very different men, Charles Darnay, an exiled 
French aristocrat, and Sydney Carton, a disreputable but brilliant English lawyer, become enmeshed through 
their love for Lucie Manette. From the tranquil roads of London, they are drawn against their will to the 
vengeful, bloodstained streets of Paris at the height of the Reign of Terror, and they soon fall under the lethal 
shadow of La Guillotine” (Good Reads). 

 
• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

 
“The unforgettable novel of a childhood in a sleepy Southern town and the crisis of conscience that rocked it, To 
Kill A Mockingbird became both an instant bestseller and a critical success when it was first published in 
1960…Compassionate, dramatic, and deeply moving, To Kill A Mockingbird takes readers to the roots of human 
behavior - to innocence and experience, kindness and cruelty, love and hatred, humor and pathos” (Good Reads). 

 
 
 
 
If you have questions, please email Ms. Haynam (LHaynam@revereschools.org). 
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