
AP Literature Summer Assignment 
Note: 

 Close reading leads to quality understanding and superior writing. 

 While I encourage discussion among your group as you complete this, be sure that 

your final work is your own.  Unique perspective is a big part of AP Literature.    

 

Reading: 

 1984 by George Orwell 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  

o Select the version of the book that contains “Letters” at the beginning, twenty-

four chapters in the middle, and “Letters” again at the end. 

 

Writing: 

 Journal using a modified-Cornell notes format.  The journal may be handwritten or 

computer-generated.  Please follow the format shown below: 

 
Space for 

 in-class 

notes 

Chap,  

Page,  

Para 

Textual Example:  

 Direct quote 

 Summary/paraphrase 

Analysis/Response: 

 Literary element application 

 Author strategy application 

 

* Victor is like 

Prometheus. 

 

1.0.title 

 

Frankenstein or The 

Modern Prometheus  

Allusion – Prometheus refers to the 

ancient myth in which the “keeper of 

the flame” gives “man” a gift without 

considering the consequences of 

man’s possessing it.  

  

Letter 

1.1.top 

 

Dec. 11
th

, 17--  

Setting – time – Shelley does not 

complete the date because the 

specific year is irrelevant to the 

overall purpose to which she is 

writing.  This keeps the focus on the 

content and not the minutiae.   

 

 As you complete the Analysis/Response section, consider how the element noted can 

be related to the central meaning of the work as a whole. Throughout your 

analysis/response, avoid mere summary.   

 While this is far from an exhaustive list of literary elements that an author may use, 

strongly consider the following: story/plot structure, point of view, character, setting, 

theme, symbol, and irony.  Evaluate each author’s use of syntax and diction in places, 

and consider how the story is enhanced through the specific use of each.   

 How much to write? Well, any time spent on this journal will yield positive results as 

the school year begins.  One way or another, you will need to have completed a 

thorough study of each novel before we assess in the fall.  Given how busy the 

beginning of your senior year will be, I would encourage you to do a thorough job over 

the summer and use the beginning of the year as review (We will cover both books 

within seven school days).  The more you engage with the text throughout, the better 

the reading experience will be.  We will use journal writing throughout the class, so 

developing the habit of doing this well now would certainly be beneficial.   

 Be ready to discuss the material deeply when we arrive in the fall.  The quality of your 

participation/discussion is vital to the operation of our class.  


