
Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 

2016 Summer Assignment 

 
Reading: 

 

1. As You Like It by William Shakespeare 

 

2. On Writing Well by William Zinsser 

 

3. News Editorial Project (see below) 

 

 

News Editorial Project Directions: 

 

By signing up for Advanced Placement English Language, you have decided to take a very challenging 

course, the focus of which is the analysis and writing of non-fiction prose.  To begin your work with 

non-fiction, you are to read editorials, op-ed pieces, and commentaries found in reputable journalistic 

sources such as Time, Newsweek, The New Yorker, Atlantic Monthly, The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, etc.  You can find everything you need online. 

 

You are to keep an editorial journal – preferably in the form of a binder – that you will turn in on the 

first day of school.  

 

In your journal you are to cut and paste FOUR EDITORIALS AND THREE POLITICAL CARTOONS. 

 

Then, right next to your pasted editorial or cartoon, you are to HANDWRITE an analysis of the selected 

piece.  Your analysis should be at least 200 words in length and you need to discuss the author’s 

audience, purpose, and strategies. DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE ARTICLE! 

 

Audience:   The author’s intended target.  To whom is he or she directly 

speaking?  How do you know?  Give evidence! (Please note:  This 

must be very specific and should be based on context clues.)  An 

author is not simply writing to “the reader.”  Who does the author 

expect to read this work?  How do you know?   

Purpose: What is the author trying to accomplish in this piece of writing or 

artwork?  Can you identify his or her core arguments? Again, give 

abundant evidence. 

Strategies: What devices, organization, figures of speech, or other elements does 

the author use to accomplish his or her purpose? 

 

 

 

Also, be prepared to write!  You will write an in class essay about AS YOU LIKE IT on the second day of 

class.  You will write a longer essay about your editorials/political cartoons during the first week of class.   

 

 


